
 

 

	
	

Well	what	year	2016	has	been	with	multiple	
storms,	 Brexit,	 tornadoes	 and	 the	
continuing	dairy	price	crisis.	Thank	you	to	all	
of	 you	 who	 have	 continued	 to	 support	 us	
through	 your	 custom	 during	 this	 difficult	
time	and	who	made	 time	 to	 come	and	 see	
us	 at	 the	 various	 meetings	 and	 shows	
through	 the	 year.	 Our	 next	 batch	 of	
“Staggers	Cider”	 is	 now	well	 on	 its	 journey	
to	 maturity	 and	 hopefully	 there	 is	 also	 a	
little	bit	more	cheer	ahead	for	2017		as	most	
contracts	 should	 be	 paying	 closer	 to	 25p/l	
from	 January	 onwards.	 Nothing	more	 than	
it	needs	to	be,	but	at	least	the	prospects	for	
2017	 appears	 to	 be	 more	 likely	 to	 be	
upwards	 than	downwards,	 especially	 if	 the	
Dutch	 carry	 thro	 with	 their	 mooted	 cull.		
The	 lamb,	 beef	 and	 pork	 trades	 will	 all	 be	
helped	 if	 sterling	 continues	 to	 be	 weak	 so	
hopefully	2017	will	be	a	year	of	recovery	for	
our	livestock	farmers.	
	
From	a	veterinary	point	of	view	2017	is	likely	
to	 be	when	we	 see	 the	 first	 real	 tightening	
around	the	use	of	antibiotics.	Tesco	 farmers	
will	 already	have	had	news	 severely	 limiting	
the	 use	 of	 Naxcel/	 Marbox	 etc	 and	 anyone	
who	 is	Red	Tractor	 farm	assured	 is	 going	 to	
see	very	similar	restrictions	put	in	place.	We	
have	always	 tried	 to	persuade	you	 to	 invest	
in	 preventative	 measures	 rather	 than	 use	
antibiotics	as	a	crutch	and	the	current	

	
	

	
	

politics	means	that	that	crutch	is	going	to	be	
kicked	 very	 hard	 from	 now	 on.	 However	
most	 investments	 that	 reduce	 the	 need	 for	
antibiotics	 (e.g	 sand-cubicles,	 better	
transition	cow	management,	cow	tracks	etc)	
will	also	bring	production	benefits	as	well.	So	
although	 no	 one	 likes	 to	 be	 dictated	 to,	
imagining	what	your	farm	might	have	to	look	
like	if	you	were	to	have	access	to	few	or	no	
antibiotics	might	bring	about	 improvements	
that	benefit	your	business	as	a	whole.		

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO 
ALL OUR CUSTOMERS 

Jan 2017 



 

 

Not	eaten	or	drunk	enough	
over	Xmas?	

	
We	 have	 a	 number	 of	 meetings	 coming	
up	in	January	that	might	be	of	interest...	
(Open	to	all)	
	
	
January	21st:	
Lambing	Course	
9.30am-3.30pm,	at	the	practice.	
Our	ever	popular	lambing	course	is	on	this	
year	 on	 Saturday	 21st	 of	 January.	 Every	
year	we	get	a	mixture	of	complete	novices	
and	more	experienced	 shepherds	but	we	
always	 get	 excellent	 feedback.	 Contact	
the	practice	to	book	your	place	(there	is	a	
fee	for	this	course)	
	
	
	
January	24th:	
“TB	and	what	you	can	do	about	it”	
7pm,	Walford	College		
Although	 reactors	 in	 our	 patch	 are	
significantly	 down,	 overall	 reactor	
numbers	 continue	 to	 rise,	 up	 9%	 in	
England	 and	 a	 shocking	 34%	 in	 Wales.	
With	 such	damaging	 trends	all	 around	us	
we	are	holding	a	meeting	to	discuss	what	
practical	 measures	 you	 can	 take	 to	 limit	
the	 risk	 of	 being	 a	 TB	 victim.	 As	 well	 as	
having	 2	 speakers	 from	 XLFarmcare	 Uk	
who	 can	 answer	 questions	 about	 the	
current	 testing	 regime	 and	 any	 likely	
changes	 on	 the	 horizon,	 we	 have	 a	 very	
good	 speaker	 from	 Adas	 to	 talk	 about	
precautions	you	can	take	on	your	farm.		

January	26th:	
CLARIFIDE	Genomics	 Package	 -	 the	
future	of	your	herd?	
7pm,	Four	Crosses	Pub	at	Bicton	
You	will	probably	already	know	a	little	bit	
about	 genomics	 and	 you	 will	 almost	
certainly	 have	 used	 genomically	 proven	
bulls	 but	 do	 you	 want	 to	 know	 more	
about	 how	 you	 can	 use	 genomics	 to	
massively	increase	the	rate	and	control	of	
genetic	 progress,	 productivity	 and	 profit	
on	your	farm?	We	now	have	Clarifide,	the	
number	one	genomic	test	used	in	the	US,	
available	 through	 the	 practice.	 All	
genomic	 tests	 are	 not	 the	 same	 and	 we	
have	 Neil	 Eastham	 from	 Bishopton	 Vets,	
who	 has	 headed	 up	 the	 introduction	 of	
Clarifide	in	the	UK,	to	explain	the	benefits.	
 
 
 
A	little	further	off…	
16th	February	2017	
BVD	Free	Meeting	
Food	 at	 7pm	 for	 a	 7.30	 start,	
Oswestry	Market	
This	 will	 bring	 you	 up	 to	 date	 with	 the	
latest	 BVD	 free	 campaign	 which	 is	 the	
precursor	 for	 a	 full	 national	 eradication	
scheme	 	 likely	 to	 follow	 in	 the	 next	 few	
years.	Get	ahead	of	the	game	and	get	the	
benefits	 of	 eradicating	 BVD	 from	 your	
herd	now.	Further	info	to	follow…	
	
	
	
	
	



 

 

	
	

	
Shropshire	Hoofcare	

	
Sim	has	been	with	us	now	 for	 just	over	
15	months	 and	 it	 is	 a	 testament	 to	 the	
quality	 of	 his	 and	 Pablo’s	work	 that	 his	
diary	 is	 pretty	 full	 all	 the	 time	 now.	
What	 is	 equally	 satisfying	 is	 knowing	
that	over	that	period,	with	Roel’s	 input,	
we	 have	 made	 significant,	
demonstrable,	 improvements	 on	 our	
farms	 that	 have	 made	 cows	 healthier	
and	 reduced	 lameness	 losses.	 	 We	 are	
pleased	to	let	you	know	that	the	success	
of	 Shropshire	 Hoofcare	 has	meant	 that	
we	 are	 able	 to	 invest	 in	 two	 new	
bespoke	 foot	 trimming	 crushes.	 These	
will	 allow	 us	 to	 maximise	 cow	 comfort	
and	cow	flow	and	expand	our	services	in	
the	year	ahead.	We	are	hoping	the	first	
one	 will	 arrive	 early	 in	 the	 spring	 and	
the	 second	 shortly	 after.	 Pablo	 is	 out	
with	 Simeon	 as	 often	 as	 possible	 now	
and	 keen	 to	 do	more,	 so	 we	 are	 really	
looking	forward	to	2017	with	Shropshire	
Hoofcare.	
	
	

	
	

TB	update	
	

November	is	always	a	busy	testing	month	
and	 we	 tested	 12204	 animals	 across	 62	
farms.	 We	 found	 8	 reactors	 and	 5	
inconclusive	 reactors,	 so	 overall	 we	
continue	 to	have	 fewer	breakdowns	 than	
the	regional	average.	Thank	you	to	all	our	
TB	clients	for	your	cooperation	during	the	
year.	 We	 know	 that	 it	 is	 a	 job	 that	 you	
dread	 and	we	were	 especially	 pleased	 to	
get	 some	 excellent	 feedback	 from	 you	
during	 the	 year	 about	 our	 TB	 testing	
team.	
	
	

Hampers	
Congrats	 to	 Dave	 Francis	 and	 Steve	
Shingler	(and	commiserations	to	everyone	
else!).	 Steve	 and	 Dave	 were	 the	 winners	
of	 our	 two	 Xmas	 hampers	 for	 updating	
our	 customer	 detail	 forms.	 We	 had	 a	
massive	response	but	we	really	would	like	
the	 return	 of	 any	 remaining	 forms.	 You	
may	 not	 get	 a	 hamper	 but	 you	 will	
certainly	get	our	appreciation.	
	
MEDS	 Warning-	 If	 you	 are	 using	
Bovela	make	 sure	 to	mix	 the	 vials	
up	first!!!!	
	
	
Best	 wishes	 again	 for	 2017	 from	 all	 at	
Shropshire	 Farmvets	 and	 Shropshire	
Hoofcare.	
	


