
COURSES IN APRIL
Show that you care for your vet… 

and family members and come to our

First Aid and Defibrillator Courses
20th April and again on 26th April

£55 including food, at Arscott Golf Club

Phone Sam to book a place

01743 860 920

A REMINDER OF EASTER 
OPENING HOURS 

The office is closed from Friday 14th till Monday 17th 

As always, there are two vets on call during this period.

SHROPSHIRE HOOF CARE IS PROUD 
TO OWN THEIR OWN WEBSPACE

Check it out:
www.shropshirehoofcare.com

PRACTICE/DISPENSARY TIMES
We are open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week; 
office hours:

Monday – Friday 8:15 – 5.30

FARM
NEWS
shropshireFARM
NEWS

WELCOME
To all the Malthouse clients that recently moved to us for their 
vet services. After 40 years Clive Norrell has recently hung 
up his vet jacket and kicked off his wellies. Over the years we 
had a good working relationship with Clive and we stepped 
in for him when he was on annual leave. We wish him all the 
best in his retirement. To welcome you we held two afternoon 
meetings on with coffee and tea at Minsterley village hall. For 
those clients that didn’t make it we invite you to come and 
register at our office in Hanwood and claim your drink there. 

We always have 2 vets on call and a presence at Shrewsbury 
and Oswestry Livestock Market as well as a unit at Whittington. 
To make sure you can always reach us we’ve included all vets’ 
phone numbers on the back of this newsletter.

Roel 
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WINNER
Of the iPad Air… 

…Is Ben Griffiths.
Filling out the Client feedback form and returning it 
in a record time. He gave all the right answers and 
gave us lots of praise… Maybe it wasn’t exactly like 

that but he was picked at random by a 3rd party 
from over 60 entries. It’s an ideal platform for 

running My FarmIMPRESS. 

Congratulations Ben, we hope you get some good 
use out of it.



Following our TB meeting in January, I just wanted to summarise 
some of the main points that were mentioned over the next 
couple of months. There is plenty that can be done, some very 
cheaply, and not all methods will suit everybody, or even anybody 
in some cases, but whatever you can do to minimise your 
chances of your herd getting TB has to be worth considering. 

• TB is a bacterial disease caused by Mycobacterium 
bovis.

• TB is a ‘clever’ bacterium that can ‘hide’ from the 
animal’s immune system within its own cells.

• TB is predominately a respiratory disease in cattle 
though it can also cause mastitis and be shed in milk.

At its most basic, cattle give TB to cattle, cattle give TB to badgers, 
badgers give TB to badgers and badgers give TB to cattle. 

means that a positive skin test is pretty much a positive animal 
each and every time.

A severe test would find 85 of these theoretical 100 positives 
animals, and the chances of finding that one of these is negative 
is just 0.1%, ie 1 in 1000. Again, a positive is a positive pretty 
much each and every time.

A Gamma test will find 90 of these theoretical 100 positive 
animals, so a higher rate, but still leaves 10 behind, but this test 
also has a higher chance of needlessly adding negative cattle, 
3.5%, ie 1 in 28! Do you want to rush to one of these?

So why is there the perception that when a positive skin test 
animal is taken that it was negative all along and the test is a 
waste of time?

Anyone who has had this situation will have received a 
letter form APHA stating that there were “no visible lesions” 
in their animals. This does NOT mean that the animal did 
not have disease. It means that no lesions were found, ie the 
meat inspector didn’t find any abscesses in any of the standard 
cuts he does in the hundreds of carcasses he may see each 
day. Meat inspectors do not do post mortem examinations as 
such but rather they quickly check for gross signs of disease, 
any disease. A estimation of abattoir sensitivity is 50%, but 
probably a lot less, but the specificity will be just about 100%, 
but I would emphasise that these are estimations. 

Given that when a positive animal is spotted by a skin 
test that it is almost certainly positive despite the abattoir 

But, of course, it is much more complicated than this with 
plenty indirect contact from eg, feed stores, badger latrines etc 
as well as actively buying in TB with cattle purchases despite 
them clearing pre-movement testing. – see later pic!

A positive about TB, 9% of farms are under restrictions in 
Shropshire, which means that 91% are not.

A common conversation for us is the accuracy of the TB test 
and the perceptions of inaccuracy and how many “positive” 
animals are actually “negative” at the abattoir. This is all down 
to misunderstanding the sensitivity and specificity of the various 
means by which TB is detected:

• SENSITIVITY is a measure of how many positive animals 
can be missed by the test

• SPECIFICITY is a measure of how many positive animals 
pulled by the test are wrong.

• A TB skin test read at “standard interpretation” is 81% 
sensitive with 99.98% specificity

• A TB skin test read at “severe interpretation” is 85% 
sensitive with 99.9% specificity

• A Gamma Interferon blood test is 90% sensitive with 
96.5% specificity. (Gamma is useful in that it detects TB form 
blood rather than skin and so can detect infection earlier).

SO WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?
Take a theoretical situation where a herd has 100 positive 
animals. A standard TB test will find just 81 of these positive 
animals (ie leave 19 behind) but the chances of any of these 
reactors being negative is just 0.02%, ie just 1 in 5000. This 



A NOTE ON THE 
DEREGULATION OF ZOLVIX

As some of you may be aware, this year Zolvix is being 
reclassified from a ‘POM-V’ to a ‘POM-VPS’ drug. This 
means that while the product is currently only available on 
veterinary prescription, as of July 1st 2017 it will be available 
to buy direct from farmers’ merchants and trade outlets.

This wormer is quite a special drug, and in certain 
situations (quarantine, etc.) we rely heavily on it for its zero-
resistance properties. However, now that it is to become 
available off-prescription, we have serious concerns about 
how responsibly it will be used across the country. Other 
countries which have allowed Zolvix to be sold freely have 
already seen the emergence of resistance to the active 
ingredient, and as such have lost it as a valuable tool in 
prolonging the life of the other wormer groups.

Over the last year we have worked hard to educate and 
propagate the correct use of this product, and obviously we 
are extremely disappointed that Elanco has made the sales-
based decision to deregulate the drug. Rest assured that our 
concerns have been voiced to them directly!

The bottom line is this: we want to see more people using 
Zolvix. However, this comes with the caveat that it is used at 
the right time and in the right situations, as over-use of the 
drug will rapidly result in the development of resistance, just 
as it has overseas. As such, we would like to reassure all of 
our sheep clients that we will always be available for 
advice and guidance on how to use it responsibly 
and to best effect on your farm.

Zolvix and Startect came to the market just as resistance 
to existing wormers was reaching a critical level on many 
UK farms, and they have allowed profitable sheep farming 
to continue in areas where worm resistance might otherwise 
have rendered the land effectively unfarmable with sheep 
(again, this has happened abroad). We cannot rely on the 
advent of new worming products every time we find ourselves 
faced with mass parasite resistance – we must learn from 
history and take care of our worming products now if we 
hope to rely on them in the future. As always, this means 
making carefully considered, evidence based decisions on 
when and how to protect our flocks from parasites.

When your worming sheep, make sure you use the correct 
dose for body weight and the right route of administration as 
demonstrated by Nathan!

John

findings, why would APHA go for culture? Best ask them that 
question.

A letter saying “no visible lesions” is actually the best result 
you could hope for as it means the disease, present in the 
animals as proven by the skin test, has not yet formed abscesses 
and that animal is much less likely to be spreading the disease 
to other animals in your herd.

What about those theoretical 19 positives you left in my herd? 
As we all know, having had a positive animal, you will be put on 
60 day testing, and probably at severe interpretation.

You started with 100 positives, and we found 81. Next test 
hopefully we will find 85% of the remaining 19, so that is 16 
more animals found, then hopefully we find the remaining three, 
then you need two clear tests.

This is all theory. In reality, disease sources change and nothing is 
ever as simple as the above. Some animals get tested so frequently 
that even though they may be riddled with abscesses, the test 
doesn’t pick them up; this is called being in an anergic state, and 
these animals are often found when they are eventually sent as 
culls, often when a herd finally clears the required two 60-day tests.

Next month I will cover the bio-security aspects of the TB 
meeting, for now, a more realistic view of TB and its inter-
relationships! But once last stat, in Shropshire, 51% of new 
breakdowns previously had a breakdown within the last three 
years.

Alistair
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Find us on social Media

 www.facebook.com/ShropshireFarmVets

 www.twitter.com/ShropFarmVets

EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS
ALISTAIR MACPHERSON .............................. 07909 517184

TIM O’SULLIVAN ............................................ 07909 517479

ROEL DRIESEN ............................................... 07813 833385

JAMES MARSDEN .......................................... 07876 443950

ROD WOOD .................................................. 07809 227426

NATHAN LOEWENSTEIN ............................. 07815 543546

EMILY DENTON ............................................. 07762 069182

JOHN HEMINGWAY .................................... 07496 305412

SEAN HUGHES .............................................. 07973 567367

PABLO NUNEZ ............................................... 07455 882210

PELAYO PEJARES ........................................... 07522 637322

ROSA FERNANDEZ ....................................... 07719 270835

EVA LEIBIG ...................................................... 07874 054328

MOUNT KENYA 2017
Time flies, it is now nearly five years since I climbed Mount 
Kilimanjaro, Africa’s tallest mountain and subsequently wrote 
the book. With your generous support, I managed to raise 
over £1500 for the local Severn Hospice.

In June, I return to Africa, this time to climb her second 
highest peak, Mount Kenya, before I get too old. Probably 
thought to be a harder climb than Kili, I will again be raising 
money for Severn Hospice, and for the “Send a Cow “project 
which we have been involved with through XLVets. This 
charity is helping to train farmers to be more self-sufficient in 
producing more food for themselves and neighbours through 
education and people going over to East Africa to help in this 
goal.

Indeed, I hope to be going over there in 2018 for a couple 
of weks to actively participate in this project.

Your support would be gratefully appreciated once again.
In anticipation, many thanks.

Rod
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TB Update
65 herds were tested in February, the total 

number of animals tested was 7728.

This resulted in 3 inconclusives and 12 reactors. 
(Compared to January’s 0 IR’s and 4 reactors)


