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WELCOME
Summers here! Most of our clients have got silage in, maize 
greening in the field and a decent stock of maize in the clamp 
from last autumn. As a result we are seeing cows performing 
well with milk yields across the board up. Thankfully most 
of our dairies kept investing in fertility and health during the 
downturn so there are plenty of calvings on farms and in the 
main vet costs per litre are in general flat or dropping on most 
of our farms. Our experience continues to be that those herds 
that work with us on fixing the reasons cows get ill – such as 
dry clean bedding, good milking routine transition cow and 
fertility management- save a huge amount more than just the 
vet bill savings. It is no coincidence that the farms that do this 
best also tend to grow faster and meet their own personal 
targets – be it calvings in a tight block or yield per head or 
growth in cow numbers.

However do not get blinded to thinking that low vet costs 
per litre is something you should always be aiming for. Treating 
avoidable disease is a poor use of your money, investing in 
keeping animals  healthy can be a very wise investment. We 
have several examples where increasing vet spend per litre will 
guarantee you make more money. 

Our genomic testing programme Clarifide is also starting 
to yield some interesting results. We currently have a number 
of farms enrolled and the potential benefits are massive. To 
recap in a nutshell, the genomic testing allows you to identify 
your very best replacement heifers, to breed most of your 
replacements from them along with your very best cows and 
then allows you to put beef semen on the rest. The savings in 
Holstein semen alone can pay for the testing on some farms 
plus you then have a massive lifetime gain, because you are 
only breeding replacements from your very best animals. As 
well as this you have increased value of beef calves to sell and 
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fewer heifers to rear.  If you are not planning to expand your 
herd massively then it really is something that gives a massive 
return on investment – probably the biggest opportunity on 
farm at present. Remember however that genomic testing is 
only of value if you make the right decision with the resulting 
information. Our Clarifide service includes help with this-  
where we look at all bulls on the market with your goals in 
mind and help you to select a group of bulls suitable for 
use on your farm. We have no tie in with any of the semen 
companies so you can rest assured we will be impartial and 
look at the information on bull proofs from a scientific point of 
view only.

Imrestor
A few of our farms have been using Imrestor a new immunity 
stimulating injection used at the time of calving. This product is 
based on the types of drugs used all the time  to help people 
cope with the devastating effects of chemotherapy on the 
immune system. In cattle a similar drop in the capacity of the 
immune system happens at calving. The white blood cell count 
of the cow  drops, the cows own antibodies are diverted into 
the colstrum and the mechanisms to counteract infection are 
inhibited. In nature this occurs to allow the new born calf to 
take priority to allow for the survival of the species but is not 
necessarily what you want to happen with your best cow! This 
immunesuppression explains why most of the worst cases of 
ecoli mastitis and downer cows happen at calving. 

The results of the 1500 doses that have been administered 
on pilot farms in the UK to date showed the following results:

continued on page 2

Wk 4 Daily milk yield Treated cows 41kg Untreated 37.3 kgs
30 day cumulative yield Treated cows 1085 kgs Untreated 987 kgs
100 day cumulative yield Treated cows 3948 kgs Untreated 3677 kgs
305 projected yield Treated cows 10244 kgs Untreated 9915 kgs



Continued from page 1: The injection does not work by 
increasing yield directly but by helping the cows fight infection 
and disease. Its primary claim is in preventing mastitis but 
it will also act to help the cow deal with other infections. It 
stands to reason that the benefits will be greater if the levels of 
challenge are high so we would expect that Imrestor would be 
really useful in situations where you know your system is going 
to be under pressure such as when you have a glut of calvings 
or in those winter months especially when it is muggy and 
humid. We are not saying don’t address these housing issues 
but if you are stuck with your system in the short term here is 
something that can help.

Elanco (makers of Kexxtone) are so confident in this 
product that they will give a MONEY BACK GUARANTEE on 
this product for a limited time only. If you use this product 
and do not see a benefit in mastitis reduction and/or yield 
your money gets paid back. All you have to supply is your 
milk records and mastitis data. 

Please speak to James or Tim 
at the practice for more details

SHROPSHIRE HOOF CARE has some great news!

We can announce the birth of our brand new crush. It is 
hydraulic, static and weighs in at 3200lbs. I wouldn’t call it 
a baby since it is more like “the daddy” of all foot-trimming 
crushes. 

It is quieter and lower to the ground. Cows load easier and 
leave more relaxed giving a dramatically improved cow flow.

The front leg fixation system is a marvel to see in action! It 
holds the leg in a more animal friendly and cow ergonomic 
way whilst at the same time providing the foot trimmer with 
better access to the feet so a better trim can be achieved.

This improvement in equipment has in part been financed 
by the EU LEADER project (Project part financed by the 
European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 2015 
-2020: Europe investing in rural areas)

We are very pleased we managed to get this grant for two 
cattle foot trimming crushes.

Yes, you read that right, the due date for our second is end 
of June / beginning of July. In the mean time we still have our 
original crush for Pablo.

From now on Pablo will be sharing his time half/ half 
between SHC and SFV.  This allows us more capacity on the 
foot trimming side and a quicker response time. So if your 
cows need a trim and you struggle to find a foot trimmer to do 
it in time, give us a call on 01743 860 928. 

Roel



FLY IN THE OINTMENT
Summer is fast approaching, and with that come flies and 
the various risks they pose to cattle and sheep.

Cattle – Mastitis, Eye infections and Milk drop
Summer mastitis (“August bag”) in non-lactating cows and 
heifers (although can also affect young heifers, steers and 
bulls) can be a major economic blow, and flies are one of the 
main reasons for its spread. New Forest Eye a bacterial eye 
infection is also spread by flies, who carry the infectious agent 
from animal to animal. This results in swollen, painful eyes 
and temporary blindness; and can lead to production losses 
through weight loss, growth checks or milk drop

As a separate issue, swarms of nuisance flies can interfere 
with normal feeding behaviour, as stock try to avoid them. This 
can result in reduced growth rates in lambs and calves, and 
a significant milk drop in dairy herds. Research in the USA has 
shown that fly avoidance in milking cows can lead to a 10-
15% milk-drop. Some of this is due to a reduced time feeding, 
but heat stress due to this avoidance may also contribute to 
these losses.  

For effective control of flies (as well as lice) in cattle, there 
are a number of products available. Spotinor (same activity 
as Coopers Spot On) is an effective fly repellent and should 
give 4 weeks of cover. We recommend this product and would 
advise covering animals from June until October. It has a meat 
withdrawal of 17d and no milk withdrawal.

Sheep – Blowfly Strike
Flies lay eggs in areas of soiled fleece particularly around 
dirty back-ends. When they hatch the maggots enter the skin, 
causing foul-smelling, rotting infections. This can lead to huge 
economic and welfare challenges. To try and prevent this, 
examine flocks regularly, dag all stock from April onwards, 
dock all lambs tails, control parasites (worms, fluke, cocci) 
and other causes of loose faeces and treat any susceptible 
animals with a suitable dip, spot-on or pour-on. We recommend 
Ectofly (same active ingredient as Crovect), an effective fly 
repellent and treatment of established flystrike in sheep (unlike 
some other products that don’t do both), which should provide 
6-8 weeks of cover. It has a meat withdrawal period of 8 
days and is not to be used in ewes producing milk for human 
consumption (or those due to do so in less than 2 weeks). 

Routine Procedures
Finally, with the expected increase in fly numbers over the 
coming months, we strongly recommend any outstanding 
castrates and dehorns should done as soon as possible 
to try and minimise the risks of infection. Get ‘em done before 
there’s too much sun!

For more information on either of the products mentioned 
above, please contact the practice on 01743 860920.

Nathan

Show 
Success!!
Congrats to Christine Williams and 
team at Lodge Hill Farm Shifnal who 
have produced the overall champion 
at the recent Carlisle Limousin show 
and sale. Wilodge Lookout sold for 
60,000 guineas and was obviously 
an outstanding bull in great demand. 
We are pleased to support the 
Wilodge herd and no doubt part of 
the attraction of the bull is the long 
standing health status of the herd 
being Johnes and BVD accredited for 
a long number of years.

We would also like to wish all our 
pedigree breeders well as we enter the 
show season, we will be attending the 
Oswestry and Minsterley shows so we 
hope to see you there.



Find us on social Media

 www.facebook.com/ShropshireFarmVets

 www.twitter.com/ShropFarmVets
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EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS
ALISTAIR MACPHERSON .............................. 07909 517184

TIM O’SULLIVAN ............................................ 07909 517479

ROEL DRIESEN ............................................... 07813 833385

JAMES MARSDEN .......................................... 07876 443950

ROD WOOD .................................................. 07809 227426

NATHAN LOEWENSTEIN ............................. 07815 543546

EMILY DENTON ............................................. 07762 069182

JOHN HEMINGWAY .................................... 07496 305412

SEAN HUGHES .............................................. 07973 567367

PABLO NUNEZ ............................................... 07455 882210

PELAYO PEJARES ........................................... 07522 637322

ROSA FERNANDEZ ....................................... 07719 270835

EVA LEIBIG ...................................................... 07874 054328

We are obviously aware that there is more and more scrutiny on the use of 
antibiotics and especially on the use of those antibiotics known as critically 
important antibiotics. In a nutshell these are those newer drugs such as 
Naxcel, Marbox, Cobactan and their equivalents. The Co-op group has now 
extended this following WHO recommendations to include macrolides such as 
Tylan Zactran Lincocin and Draxxin. 

The last thing we would want is for someone’s milk contract to be put at risk by 
using  these drugs without following the necessary guidelines. We are highly conscious 
that not every member of staff on farms using medicines may be completely up to 
speed as to which drugs the farms milk contract allows.  For this reason we will be 
introducing a new antibiotic policy at the practice which will mean these drugs will 
be kept under greater control than ever. Hopefully it will run smoothly but please 
bear with us if you find yourself being asked a few extra questions before being given 
medicines you have had previously.

Please keep a note of the mobile numbers for the vets should you ever need them.
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NEW ANTIBIOTIC POLICY

SFV Healthy Heifers Club
Launch meeting 28/06/17

All welcome, look out for more details 
next month or speak to Emily


